
Proposed Regulatory Language for MUA  

 

Section 318.1 is hereby added to Title 16, Division 4, Article 2 of the California Code of 
Regulations: 

318.1 Standard of Care re Manipulation Under Anesthesia (MUA) 

(a) MUA may only be performed in a hospital or ambulatory surgery center that is 
licensed by the California Department of Public Health, Bureau of Hospital Licensing 
and Certification or a hospital or ambulatory surgery center that is accredited by the 
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, the American 
Association for Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgery, the Accreditation Association for 
Ambulatory Health Care, Medicare, Det Norske Veritas Healthcare Incorporated, or the 
Institute for Medical Quality. If any of the above named organizations changes its name 
the Board shall continue to recognize the organization.  

(b) Anesthesia may only be administered by a California licensed physician and 
surgeon, or other health care provider authorized under California law to administer 
anesthesia. The chiropractor may not direct, instruct, interfere, or make any orders to 
the physician and surgeon, or other health care provider who is administering and 
maintaining the anesthesia. 

(c) MUA shall be performed by two chiropractors trained and competent to safely 
perform MUA. The “primary chiropractor” shall formulate the chiropractic portion of the 
MUA treatment plan and shall be responsible for performing the chiropractic 
manipulation for that procedure.  The “second chiropractor” shall insure that all 
movements are accomplished with patient care and safety as his or her primary focus 
and shall assist the “primary chiropractor” when necessary. The chiropractic portion of 
MUA is limited to techniques within the scope of practice of a chiropractor. 

(d) For the purpose of this section, the primary chiropractor and the second chiropractor 
may not be involved in nor interfere with the physician and surgeon or other health care 
provider in the discharge of the patient following the MUA procedure.  

(e) Failure to follow the standard of care contained in this section when performing MUA 
shall constitute unprofessional conduct. 

(f) MUA means the manipulation of a patient who is sedated by the administration of 
anesthesia by a physician and surgeon or other health care provider who is legally 
authorized to administer anesthesia.   
 
 
 


